
Elizabeth J. Arnovits
April 12, 1950 - August 3, 2011

Elizabeth Jule Arnovits died August 3rd, 2011 at Hospice of Lansing. Our
beloved Beth departed us much too soon after a long battle with cancer that
typified the courage and determination she displayed throughout her life. 

 She was born April 12th,1950 in Detroit, Michigan and graduated from
Michigan State University with a B.A. in Criminal Justice. For 36 years she
provided dynamic and creative leadership to the Michigan Council on Crime
and Delinquency by lending her intelligence and strength to help the criminal
justice system reach its ideals by effectively providing for the public safety in
the fairest and most humane manner. In 2011 she was nominated for Greater
Lansing Woman of the Year for her contributions to her field. Her friends,
family and the young women she mentored have born witness to her
generosity of spirit that blessed them, her beloved animals and any cause
fortunate enough for her to give her heart to. Her sense of adventure led her
to see places and things few of us will ever experience from polar bears near
Hudson Bay to penguins in Antarctica to silver-backed gorillas in Africa and
Darwin’s whole menagerie in the Galapagos Islands of the Pacific. She shared
these with us in her wildlife photography that matched the best of National
Geographic. She, along with her late husband were ardent patrons of the
Potter Park Zoo. 

 Each of us who knew Beth best can recount some critical moment or span in
our lives 

 when we needed her very badly and she responded with the full measure of



her wisdom and warm strength. We feel blessed to have known her and only
regret we had insufficient time to repay the debt. 
Beth was preceded in death by her beloved husband William Szafarczyk and
is survived by her sister Mona Davis, niece Elizabeth Davis-Pennington,
nephew Robert Davis Jr.,brother-law 
(Robert Davis) as well as her grand nephews and nieces: Colin, Davis, Elliot
and Neve to whom she was the very generous and loving“Gramma Aunt Beth”
and very special friend Susan Herman to whom the family wishes to express
gratitude for her invaluable help and for loving our Beth so very deeply . 

 A memorial will be held at the Grand Ledge Opera House at 121 South Bridge
Street, Grand ledge, Michigan on Monday, August 8th at 4:00pm. Beth had
requested any donations in her name be made to the Elizabeth Arnovits
Juvenile Justice Fund at MCCD, 1000 West St. Joseph, Suite 400, Lansing,
Michigan 48915. Arrangements by the Holihan-Atkin Funeral Home, Grand
Ledge. Online guest book entries may be made at www.holihanatkin.com.
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Sheldon Halpern - August 08, 2011 at 10:42 AM

"Beth is a loss to all whom she touched, directly and indirectly.
Accolades could never fully acknowledge her accomplishments. A
donation has been made to the Juvenille Justice Fund in Beth's
name." 

  
Sheldon Halpern

Jeff Padden - August 08, 2011 at 09:22 AM

Beth was a terrific partner and friend. She had been one of the few
left in Lansing -- along with my pal Susan Herman -- who
remembered the work we did in the 1970s to lay the groundwork for
the Community Corrections Act and push other progressive policy
changes in criminal justice. In our work together on the Michigan
Prisoner ReEntry Initiative, she was always will to say what needed
to be said and in a way no one was likely to forget. Sometimes --
often -- that forced people to deal with problems they would rather
have ignored. As with the grain of sand that irritates an oyster, the
result was pearls of public policy improvement. Her work on the
MPRI resulted in a strong, statewide network of hundreds of
community activists -- including law enforcement, the media, faith-
based groups, workforce organizations, and many others -- who
remain committed to the initiative. Many in that network have no
idea of the importance of her contribution to it. She was a smart,
feisty, and effective advocate who leaves a remarkable legacy. It
was my privilege to know her and to have her as a friend.
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Gary Miller - August 05, 2011 at 12:49 PM

My memories of Beth go way back to Redford High School. A small
group of us hung out at school dances & neighborhood hangouts
from time to time. Beth always had me laughing. She introduced me
to one of her girlfriends & I'll never forget her for that. Lost track of
her until we hooked up on FaceBook. Thanks FB for the memories
brought back from a long time ago. Rest in peace Beth!


